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O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Join us for these special Advent and Christmas worship services and
events this month:

Advent Worship – each Sunday beginning December 1
Prepare the way of the Lord with the Holden Magnificat and carol-based
liturgy during our regular 11:00 am Sunday services.

Decorating the Christmas Tree–Saturday, December 14, 10:00 am

Office Hours:
9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
Tuesday and Wednesday

Church Council
President: Rob Westerhoff
Vice President: Kassie Walker
Treasurer/Parish Nurse:
Kathy Walsh
Financial Secretary:
Anne Anderson
Secretary: Vivian Hansten
Director of Worship & Music:
Edie Diegoli
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Newsletter Editor: Kaarn Egge
Westerhoff
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Each beautiful chrismon that we hang on the tree
tells a story of God’s love in Jesus our Savior.

Stirring Up Jesus’ Birthday Cake – Sunday, December 15
With ingredients that reflect Jesus’ saving presence in our lives, we will
stir up a cake during worship this morning.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Tuesday, December 24, 7:00 pm

Invite your friends and family to
this traditional service of lessons
and carols, children’s time, a
message, Holy Communion, and
lighting candles
to celebrate the birth of Jesus the
Christ, the light of the world.

Christmas Day – Wednesday,
December 25
No worship at Faith this morning.
Have a blessed day!
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Pastor Karen’s Message
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7 )

D

ear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Happy New Year! December 1 is the First Sunday of Advent, which means it
is a new year in the liturgical calendar. This is “Year A” of the Revised Common
Lectionary, and we will hear from Matthew for most of our gospel readings in
worship throughout the year. For Matthew, Jesus is both Emmanuel, God-with-us, and
the prophet like Moses, giving five “tables” (discourses) of teaching, including the beloved
yet challenging Sermon on the Mount.
Advent is the season of waiting, watching, and preparing for Christ’s appearance
among us. But we wait for what we already have, as he comes to us in word, wine, and
bread, in those who come alongside us to share our burdens, and in the least of these
whom we serve. We are invited to wake up to Christ’s presence here and now.
On Christmas Eve, we will gather in the darkness to light candles in praise and
wonder at the mystery of the Incarnation: God’s Son born into this world as a vulnerable
child of working class parents; the “Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord;” the one whom
angels sing and shepherds worship, whom wise men seek and tyrants fear. Jesus promises, “Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age,” and “where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them.” Our ministries together are inspired
by this Savior-Messiah, God-with-us who reminds us that we are the light of the world,
and so we are to let our light shine before others.
As I write this, we have just held a congregational meeting to decide whether to
move forward in a process toward renting the Mitchler house to Sierra HOPE for their supportive housing program, with a priority of renting to seniors. At that meeting we voted to
proceed. This is a big step for us, as the building needs significant renovation to become a
residence, and then we will have the responsibility of being landlords. Housing is in short
supply in our county, and there is “no room in the inn” for many. Thank you for your
courage and boldness to go forward with this partnership with Sierra HOPE. We pray for
God’s guidance and creative power, that this endeavor will indeed be good news for our
community.

My prayer this season is that you may be awake to the presence, peace, and hope of
Christ born anew in your life. O come, O come Emmanuel!

Pastor Karen
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A Birthday Gift for Jesus
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these… you did it to me.”
(Matthew 25:40)

In this season of shopping and giving gifts to
one another, we are invited to also give to Jesus,
whose birthday we celebrate and who is present
in “the least of these.”
You might consider giving a gift to Jesus this
season in one of these
ways –
Murphys Senior Center
Food Pantry. Thank you
for your donations yearround to our local Food
Pantry. Non-perishable food donations may be brought to the barrel in the narthex.
Financial donations are also welcome.
Cabinet of supplies for the homeless on our deck. Warm jackets, blankets,
tarps, socks, caps, and flashlights are especially needed in these cold winter
months.
The Resource Connection provides services and programs in our county in three
critical areas: children and families, nutrition, and prevention and intervention.
www.trcac.org
Lutheran Social Services of Northern California is helping victims of the wildfires in California: www.lssnorcal.org/get-involved/
give/donate
Lutheran Disaster Response will be there long term
to help victims of fires, as well as those struggling after hurricanes and other disasters around the world:
www.elca.org/disaster
ELCA World Hunger works with communities to overcome the root causes of hunger and poverty at home
and around the world. www.elca.org/hunger

Any organization serving those in need.

Baptism of Nell S. Vaidyanathan
You are invited to the baptism of baby Nell, Judy
Earthman’s granddaughter, on Thursday, December
19, at 11:00 a.m. at the church. Reception to follow.
Nell and her family will be visiting from Chicago.
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The Food Pantry is always in need of staples
Pasta / noodles
Spaghetti sauce
Rice
Canned vegetables/fruit
Peanut butter
Cereal
Canned tuna / meats
Dog and cat food are also requested. Monetary gifts are welcome. Make your
check to Faith Lutheran Church with a note: For Murphys Pantry. Thank you
for all your support for the Murphys Food Pantry.

Murphys Senior Center
MSC offers lunch every Tuesday at noon. Call on Monday to reserve a seat:
728-1672. Cost is $4 donation. Blood pressure checks every second Tuesday.
Check the calendar on the office window for menus and the date and topic of
the monthly presentation of interest to seniors. In October we learned about
the many different Medicare options. Murphys Senior Center is celebrating its
10th Anniversary! Thursday, December 12, 5:00-7:00 pm – Christmas Dinner,
music, and presentation at Ironstone Vineyards. You are invited to join in the
celebration! Tickets for $25 can be purchased at the Senior Center or the Thrift
Stores.

You are invited to a
New Year’s Open House
Friday, January 3, 2020, 3-7 pm
at Pastor Karen and Dave’s home
707 Forest Meadows Drive
Aebleskiver will be served!

Advent Bible Study – “Watch and Wait: The Promises of God”
This month our Bible study will be a mini-midweek Advent service, with carols,
litany, prayers, readings from Isaiah, and reflection time. Join us on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm, as we await the birth of promised Messiah.

Reverse Advent Calendar
Here is a spiritual practice for Advent: a “Reverse Advent Calendar,” adding
an item of food every day until Christmas. These gifts of food will go to the
Murphys Food Pantry. Pick up the reverse calendar in the narthex. You
may also take a copy of Christ in Our Home for your Advent devotions.
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Mission Sunday
Thank you to everyone who returned financial and ministry commitments for
2020, and to all who joined us for our Mission Sunday pizza and pie lunch on
November 17. We learned about assets and opportunities in smaller congregations, and heard about the proposal to rent the Mitchler House to Sierra HOPE.
God is doing good things here at Faith! If you didn’t return your commitment,
it’s not too late. Just put it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.

Prayer Garden
Time to refresh our garden. Existing plantings should be dead headed/spent
branches should be cut back. Nurseries are reducing the cost of their inventory in
preparation for winter. Consider selecting drought tolerant plants and perennials. Hope to see you in the garden.

Christmas Poinsettias
You are invited to bring poinsettias to decorate the
chancel for Christmas. You may designate your poinsettia in honor or memory of someone. Sign up in narthex
or send an email to the church by Tuesday Dec. 17. You
may bring in your poinsettias on Sunday Dec. 22 or before the Christmas Eve service.

Christian Women On The Hill
The date is set for CWH's Christmas event: Saturday, December 14, at 2 p.m.
The program, "The Story in Song", highlights the birth of our Lord and Savior.
Dessert will be served.
Reservations are required. A donation of $5 is suggested. For more information or to reserve your seat, contact Kim McCarthy at 736-9476.

Santa’s Express
It’s not too late to sign up to help with Santa’s Express:
Building Food Bags
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094AADAA2EA4FC1-packing3
Sorting & Displaying Toys
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094AADAA2EA4FC1-santas9
Distributing Food
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094AADAA2EA4FC1-santas8
Helping 'Shop' for Toys
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094AADAA2EA4FC1-santas10
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President’s Message
As I typed the title to the message I realized
it is almost the end of the calendar year and
now the beginning of the church year! I feel
like its been a good year at Faith, we welcomed a lot of visitors, we have some new people worshiping regularly, and we welcomed
new members. We held some nice events; the
garage sale, pot lucks, meetings, stocking the
homeless cabinet, contributing to the food
bank, and special Sunday services. We also
did a lot of work around the church, removing
trees, cutting grass, building gates, putting up
surveillance cameras, and cleaning the interior of the building. I’m sure I’ve missed some
thing that others remember fondly, sorry.
Looking ahead to the new year the big task
will be converting the Mitchler House into yet
another new use, this time to transitional
housing for people not as fortunate as us. I
really think this will be a great ministry, if or
when, we make it happen. You the congregation voted last Sunday to support and move
forward with the project. Our first task is to
secure grant funding for the required renovation of the building from a retail use to a residential use. I’ve already talked with Jerry Cadotte from Sierra Hope about the best layout
of the interior, including remodeling the two
small restrooms in an accessible bathroom,
cleaning up the kitchen including new or used
appliances, and adding a second bedroom. I
met with a contractor yesterday to review the
possible costs for all the work that needs to be
done and should have his estimate in a week
or so. We will need to obtain a Conditional Use
Permit from the county Planning Department,
and apply for a waiver of the fees. Jerry has
contacted Merita Calloway our county supervisor and she is behind the project and offered
to help anyway she can with the Conditional
Use Permit and waiver of fees. We will need to
submit plans to the Building Department for
the remodel work which will include the bathroom remodel, adding the bedroom, new electrical wiring, new plumbing, adding insulation, new heating and cooling system, new interior finishes, and replacing the windows. Let
me know if you know an architect who might
donate their services. Next we need to hire a

contractor to get the planned work completed
as quickly as possible. All of this work is going to take some time and effort on our part;
with your support we can get it done; God’s
work our hands!
This month the council will be working up
the budget for next year. The big hurdle will
be the project I just described, it will mean
we will lose the income from the Mitchler
House for two to three months during construction, not to mention, the additional
funds to get the building in shape. We do
have a potential tenant that will rent the
building for the period between when the
thrift store leaves at the end of the year and
when construction will start, that will be a
big help.
In conclusion since it is the end of the
calendar year I want to thank the Council
and you for all your support and prayers
throughout this last year.
Rob Westerhoff,
Council President

Save the Date for December:
Advent begins, Dec. 1
Christmas Tree Decorating Dec. 14 10:00 am
Songs of the Story December 14 2:00 pm at
Foothill Community Church, Angels
Jesus’ Birthday Cake service, December 15
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship,
Wednesday December 24, 7:00 pm
Christmas Day December 25—no worship.
No Murphys Hotel breakfast
Faith + Fellowship Breakfast
Wednesdays at 8:00 am. Join us each
Wednesday for breakfast and conversation at
the Murphys Hotel.
Council Meeting –
, December 8,
after worship.
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God 's Work: Our Hands
This is a Lutheran
phrase, and we were living
it on Saturday. Packing
boxes of gifts, sending love
to individual children who
will serve as examples of
God's love: What a great
way to serve Him.
And God says "Thank
you" to everyone who donated items ahead of time,
and everyone who showed up at our Packing Party, and
who packed boxes at home.
It is wonderful to see so many of our people all working
together for a project, exchanging ideas, and enjoying
the activity.
So many people in so many parts of the world have
little or no chance to learn of Jesus. But then you introduce gifts for children, and resistant people become
receptive. The little shoeboxes change things.
These little boxes filled with such simple
gifts, have a large impact on the children, and
help the churches to find acceptance in communities that may have been reluctant or
even hostile. Lives change and others notice.
The gift of a shoebox offers immediate excitement and fun, but more importantly it
gives much long-lasting effect. It brings Jesus to the people.
Most sincerely,
Vivian Hansten
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Birthdays

Pat McKee

1st

Hannah Diegoli

12th

Juliet Webster

9th

Carol Lagomarsino

14th

1

8

15

22

29

AM

Kim McCarthy

Rob Westerhoff

Edie Diegoli

Kaarn Egge

Vivian Hansten

Lector

Vivan Hansten

Kristy Stretars

Jan Skenfield

KC Anderson

Rob Westerhoff

Altar
Care

Anne Anderson

Kathy Walch

Rob Westerhoff

Carol
Lagomarsino

Kaarn Egge

Greeter

Carol
Lagomarsino

Loretta Sorraco

Kim McCarthy

Judy Earthman

Kristy Stretars

Ushers

Rob Westerhoff
Carol
Lagomarsino

Wayne and Judy
Earthman

Janet and Mike
Skenfield

Carol
Lagomarsino
Kathy Walsh

Acolyte

KC Anderson

Wayne Earthman

Vivian Hansten

Kim McCarthy

Edie Diegoli

Counters

Anne and KC
Anderson

Kim McCarthy
and
Andrea Schoen

Carol
Lagomarsino
and Vivian

Kaarn and Rob
Westerhoff

KC and Anne
Anderson

Kaarn and Rob
Westerhoff

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURC H

65 Mitchler
Murphys, California 95247
Phone: (209)-728-2041
Email: Faithlutheranchurc@att.net

Faith Lutheran Calendar
Sunday
11:00 A.M. Worship Service
12:00 Noon Church Council (2nd Sunday)
Wednesday
8:00 A.M. Breakfast at Murphys Hotel
1:00 P.M. Bible Study
Office Hours
Tuesday and Wednesday 9:30-4:30

Do justice, love kindness, and
walk humbly with the Lord.
Micah 6:8

